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though he voted for Dizzy's foolish Public Worship Regulation
Act. Mr. Gladstone, despite his detestation of Latitudinar-
ianism, declared that his was " one of the most masculine,
powerful^ and luminous intellects that have for generations
been known among the Bishops of England." The annual
charges with which he bewildered the bucolic clergy of his
diocese were widely prized as the most weighty and thoughtful
of episcopal utterances. They are read now by only the most
determined of antiquaries. The tolerance that was the positive
contribution of Broad Churchmen like Thirlwall, Stanley,
Arnold, and Hare, has triumphed, but they are disqualified for
the sympathy of most Anglicans by their blindness to the poetry
and pragmatic efficacy of the traditional Christian mysteries.
What Thirlwall would have considered superstition has proved
more fruitful in works than his sedate rationality. And Bishops
who outdo him in Latitudinarianism are now happy to be
censed and to vest themselves in mitre and cope or even
chasuble. This scholarly, well-written and well-proportioned
Life of Thirlwall therefore appears (as indeed did Thirlwall
himself) fifty years too late. Lancelot and Pelleas and Pellenore
are hardly more remote from us than Hoadly and Harcourt,
Phillpotts and Thirlwall. But does not this remoteness lend to
the majesty of lawn sleeves a new and as it were romantic charm ?
Mrs. Proudie in her crinoline is evidently picturesque, and I
should like to see a ballet made ofBarchester Towers. Now, when
the literature of escape is more than ever necessary, how soothing
to take refuge among faded controversies in the company of
these extinct but thoughtful, vigorous, and dignified mammoths.
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MR. G. M. Young's essay at the end of Early Victorian England,
a summing up as brilliant as it was judicious, received from
critics the applause which it deserved.* The first 102 pages of
his new book are a reprint of this essay : in the remaining 85
pages he describes, considers and judges the Late Victorian Age.

* Victorian England: Portrait of an. Age.  By G. M. Young.